9/15/2023

FAQ: WHAT AUTHORITY DOES ANDERSON TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT HAVE
OVER THE ANDERSON PARK DISTRICT?

How is the Anderson Park District governed?

The Anderson Park District is governed by the Ohio Revised Code, established as a Chapter 511
Township Park District when it was created by referendum in 1975. It is a separate entity from
Anderson Township Government.

Who appoints the Park Board for the Anderson Park District?

The Anderson Park District’s board is composed of five volunteer park commissioners who are
appointed by the Anderson Township Trustees, pursuant to R.C. 511.18(A) and R.C. 511.19(B).

Why does the Anderson Park District no longer ask the Township Trustees for approval to
place a tax levy on the ballot?

Throughout the Anderson Park District’s history, the Anderson Township Trustees traditionally
approved the Anderson Park District’s request to place a tax levy on the ballot.

In March of 2015, the Anderson Park District presented the Anderson Township Trustees with a
request to place a tax levy on the November 2015 ballot for the purpose of buying the Beech
Acres Parenting Center property.

Anderson Township Government (“Township”) sought the opinion of Ohio Attorney General,
Mike DeWine, to determine whether the Township Trustees are required to approve the Anderson
Park District’s request to place a tax levy on the ballot.

The Anderson Township Trustees at that time were:

e Russ Jackson
e Andrew Pappas
e Josh Gerth

On April 14, 2015, the Ohio Attorney General rendered the legal opinion that the Anderson
Township Trustees are not required to approve a tax levy proposal from the Anderson Park
District.

Ohio Attorney General Response to Township’s Request, April 2015

The Hamilton County Prosecutor’s Office additionally issued their opinion on the matter. The
Hamilton County Prosecutor’s Office reviewed the Attorney General’s Opinion and determined
they were “...not at liberty to recommend a different course of action.”

Hamilton County Prosecutor’s Office Opinion on Ohio AG Opinion, April 2015



https://andersonparks.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/ISSUED-2015-014-AND-TWP-LAW-DIRECTOR-Opinion-04-2015.pdf
https://andersonparks.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Hamilton-County-Prosecutor-Opinion-04162015.pdf

The Trustees established in the April 16, 2015 Anderson Township Trustee Meeting that the
Trustees are not required to vote on an Anderson Park District tax levy proposal. As of 2015, the
Anderson Township Trustees have not voted on an Anderson Park District tax levy proposal.



