
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

ANDERSON TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 

 

November 12, 2013 
 

Angie Stocker, President, called the regular meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the 

Anderson Township Park District (“ATPD”) to order at 6:30 pm at Park District Headquarters, 8249 

Clough Pike, Cincinnati, OH  45244. Present were Board Members:  Nadine Gelter, Josh Gerth, 

Dale Bartholomew, and Tom Turchiano. 

 

Also present were: Ken Kushner, Executive Director; Emily Armstrong, Assistant Director/Board 

Clerk; Brian Jordan, Financial Officer; Jessica Fall, Recreation Manager; Sheila Fehn, Office 

Manager; and Scott Lahman, Business Specialist. 

 

GUESTS:  Lisa Wakeland, Forest Hills Journal 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

AGENDA:  Mrs. Gelter moved the Board approve the Agenda as presented. Mr. Gerth seconded 

the motion.  Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. Bartholomew, and Mr. 

Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public to Address the Board:  No one from the public wished to address the Board at this time. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Future Park Improvements Plan: Mr. Kushner reported the Focus Group session for the Future Park 

Improvements Plan took place Thursday, October 24
th

 at the Beech Acres Park RecPlex. Ten 

residents who expressed interest on the Resident Survey, promoted during this past year, attended 

the meeting. He said he did most of the talking at this first meeting, and gave them homework 

assignments. The next step is to develop a list of dates for additional meetings in 2014. 

 

Mrs. Stocker asked how many people were interested in participating on the committee. 

 

Mrs. Armstrong said 30 people indicated they were interested in being on the committee. While 10 

people attended the first meeting, others remain interested but were unable to make the October 24
th

 

meeting. 

 

Nagel Middle School Project: Mr. Kushner reported the ATPD has partnered with two Nagel 

Middle School science classes to solve an erosion problem at Juilfs Park. When it rains, mulch 

washes out of a planter bed onto a walkway near the playground. The classes presented their 

solution options to ATPD staff on October 28
th

. The repair option chosen is a hybrid bio-swale, 

which was derived from a combination of the groups’ solutions. The date is yet to be determined for 

the repair. The students will actually make the repair, with oversight by ATPD staff. 

 

Annexation ~ House Bill 277: Mr. Kushner presented Representative Peter J. Stautberg’s sponsor 

testimony on House Bill 277 delivered to the House State and Local Government Committee on 

October 22
nd

.  The goal of this bill is simply to allow tax payers of political subdivisions a voice and 

a vote in a Type II, Expedited Annexation proceeding. He said Township Administrator, Vicky 

Earhart, and Township Trustee, Peggy Reis went to Columbus earlier in the day to testify on the 

subject. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Kellogg Park ~ Flag Pole Project: Mr. Kushner reported staff worked with Eagle Scout, Colton 

Haller, on the installation of a flag pole at Kellogg Park. The flag-raising took place on October 5
th

. 

This project helps the ATPD get closer to our goal of having a flag pole in each park. Mr. Haller 

raised the money for the project with contributions from Posts 318 and 484.  Over the years, most of 

the local American Legion Posts have contributed flags and/or poles to the ATPD. Post 318 donated 

the flag pole at Veterans Park, which was originally installed at Nagel Park decades ago. 

 

Mr. Gerth said the flag pole looks really nice at Kellogg Park. 

 

Kellogg Park ~ Dog Field: Mr. Kushner said a new entrance gate was installed at the Kellogg Park 

Dog Field. The new lock is mechanical, which is intended to prolong the effectiveness and 

longevity of the system. All current Dog Field Members have been informed of the new access 

code. This is likely to be our final attempt to use a locking system to keep the Dog Field an 

exclusive use facility. 

 

As a result of the new lock system, the ATPD has returned to an annual permit renewal date, which 

is now November 1
st
. All current permits issued as of February of 2013 will be honored through 

October of 2014. 

 

Rules and Regulations: Mr. Kushner said the ATPD’s Rules and Regulations are in need of an 

update in order to accommodate current gun laws. Current provisions of the Ohio Revised Code 

allow people to carry firearms in the parks, therefore, the ATPD must change the regulation that 

currently limits who can carry a firearm in the parks. ATPD counsel, Tom Luebbers, reviewed 

Section 5 of the ATPD’s Rules and Regulations and made a recommendation as to how the section 

should be revised. Once the Board approves the revision, a legal advertisement will need to be run 

in the paper for two weeks. If there is no public comment, the revision is adopted. Mr. Kushner 

presented the ATPD’s current Rules and Regulations for the Board’s review. He said counsel is 

reviewing other sections for a later revision. 

 

Cargill/Duke Energy Easement: Mr. Kushner reported Cargill Ag Horizons continues to move 

forward with the reconfiguration of their truck staging area. Their renovation incorporates the newly 

acquired property from the Township, adjacent to Kellogg Park. During this process, it was 

discovered there is no existing easement on record with Duke Energy for the electric lines which 

run along the edge of Kellogg Park, parallel with Cargill Road. In order for Cargill to move forward 

with their project, the ATPD must grant an easement to Duke Energy for the electric lines that have 

existed on the property since 1962. He presented a map of Kellogg Park and the surrounding area to 

show the proposed easement area. The agreement is a 32 foot, aerial easement for tree-trimming and 

maintenance of the wires. 

 

Calendar of Events:  Mr. Kushner presented a Calendar of Events for the Board’s review of 

upcoming programs and events. He highlighted the Yoga Care program, in addition to all that the 

Recreation Department is running.  

 

Mrs. Fall said Santa’s Workshop will take place on December 7
th

 at the RecPlex. Youth basketball 

and volleyball games and practices are taking place seven days a week at various Forest Hills 

School District gyms, Zion Church, and the RecPlex. Other programs include art programming, 

children’s programming, and an Adult Cornhole League. 
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FUNDRAISING AND GRANT ACTIVITY: 

Bureau of Workers Compensation Grant:  Mr. Kushner said staff submitted a grant application to 

the Bureau of Workers Compensation. The grant is to help prevent workplace injuries. The ATPD 

applied for a mini excavator. Notification of grant recipients will be in February of 2014. The grant 

is a 75% / 25% matching grant; the ATPD would be responsible for the 25%. The cost for a mini 

excavator is $56,000. Mr. Kushner credited Richard Shelley with Anderson Township for informing 

the ATPD about the grant. 

 

Mr. Gerth said sharing information like this grant opportunity is another good example of 

collaboration between governmental entities for the benefit of the community. 

 

REQUESTS FOR APPROVAL: 

Staff Changes:  Mr. Gerth moved the Board approve staff’s recommendation to promote the 

following Assignable Staff on their actual dates of promotion: 

Operations: John Schildknecht, from Operations I to Operations IV 

Elsa Basler, from Concessions II/Operations to Operations IV 

Recreation:  Brad Bibus, from Recreation I to Recreation II. 

Mrs. Gelter seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Resolution 2013-06 ~ Amending Section 5 of the Rules and Regulations: 
Mr. Bartholomew moved the Board approve Resolution 2013-06, Amending Section 5 (Weapons) 

of the Rules and Regulations, authorizing the revision to Section 5 (Weapons) as such:  The 

provisions of the Ohio Revised Code pertaining to the possession, carrying, storage, or 

discharge of firearms, as the same may be amended from time to time, shall govern the 

possession, carrying, storage or discharge of firearms by persons in the parks. 
Mr. Turchiano seconded the motion.  Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2014 Meeting Schedule: Mr. Bartholomew moved the Board approve the 2014 Board of Park 

Commissioners Regular Meeting Schedule, reflecting Monday meetings as presented. 

Mr. Turchiano seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2014 Holidays: Mrs. Gelter moved the Board approve the 2014 Holidays as presented. 

Mr. Gerth seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

2014 Fees and Charges:  
Mrs. Gelter noted the only change in the proposed Fees and Charges is the cost to rent the volleyball 

standards at the RecPlex gym decreased. 

 

Mr. Bartholomew moved the Board approve the 2014 Fees and Charges as presented. 

Mr. Gerth seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 
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2014 Field Use Policies:  
Mr. Gerth moved the Board approve the 2014 Field Use Policies as presented. 

Mr. Turchiano seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2014 All Weather Field Use Policies:  
Mr. Gerth moved the Board approve the 2014 All Weather Field Use Policies as presented. 

Mrs. Gelter seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2014 Budget: 

Mr. Jordan presented the draft Budget for the Board’s review. 

 

Mr. Bartholomew requested more description be included on a few various line items. 

 

Mr. Kushner stated the ATPD Budget is a living and working tool by which the Park District is 

managed. The ATPD carries over unused funds from year to year. 

 

The Board members agreed to table the 2014 Budget until the next meeting for further review. 

 

Monthly Purchase Order Approval:  Mr. Gerth moved the Board approve the following between-

meeting Purchase Order: 
Arnold Printing  2014 Winter Park Guide  $ 6,043.00 

Mrs. Gelter seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Cargill/Duke Energy Easement: Mr. Gerth moved the Board approve the Grant of Easement, 

giving Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. authorization to maintain, modify, and/or remove the electric and/or 

telecommunication overhead lines at Kellogg Park, as presented by Mr. Kushner. 

Mr. Turchiano seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURES: 

Mr. Bartholomew moved the Board approve the October, 2013 Financial Reports and Authorize 

the Expenditures as presented by Mr. Jordan. 

Mr. Gerth seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Mrs. Gelter moved the Board approve the minutes from the October 8, 2013 Regular Meeting as 

written. Mr. Bartholomew seconded the motion.  Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. 

Stocker, and Mr. Bartholomew (4); No:  None. Abstain: Mr. Turchiano (1). The motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Gelter moved the Board approve the minutes from the October 24, 2013 Special Meeting as 

written. Mr. Turchiano seconded the motion.  Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (4); No:  None. Abstain: Mrs. Stocker (1). The motion carried. 
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PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:  Ms. Wakeland asked what other sections of the Rules 

and Regulations were being reviewed for changes. 

 

Mr. Kushner said sections of the Rules and Regulations being reviewed by counsel include wording 

and various definitions for signs, commercial enterprise, and traffic. 

 

Mrs. Gelter said she believes the community would want to know, that with this evening’s board 

approval, the ATPD has not raised Field Fees for the eighth (8
th

) straight year and the fourteenth 

(14
th)

 straight soccer season. 

 

The Board thanked Ms. Wakeland for attending the meeting. 

 

At 7:06 pm, Mrs. Gelter moved the Board adjourn into Executive Session to discuss land 

acquisition and the compensation of an employee. Mr. Gerth seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: 

Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

At 7:40 pm, Mrs. Gelter moved the Board adjourn the Executive Session and re-open the Regular 

Meeting. Mr. Gerth seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, Mr. 

Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gerth moved the Board approve $50,100.00 to be used for salary increases and performance 

awards, based on the performance evaluations of the employees at the discretion of the Executive 

Director and furthermore, to approve a 2% increase for Mr. Kushner and a $4,000 performance 

award.  Mr. Turchiano seconded the motion.  Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. Stocker, 

Mr. Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Additional 2013 Half-Day Holiday: Mrs. Stocker moved the Board approve each full-time 

employee receive an additional half-day holiday to be used by January 3, 2014 as a reward for a job 

well done in 2013. Mr. Gerth seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, Mrs. 

Stocker, Mr. Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

At 7:51 pm, there being no further business to be brought before this Board, Mrs. Stocker moved to 

adjourn the meeting. Mr. Turchiano seconded the motion. Voting:  Yes: Mrs. Gelter, Mr. Gerth, 

Mrs. Stocker, Mr. Bartholomew, and Mr. Turchiano (5); No:  None. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing are the minutes of the November 12, 2013 meeting of the Board 

of Park Commissioners, which minutes reflect the essence of the meeting and are not verbatim. 

 

 

 

 

Emily Armstrong 

Board Clerk 
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